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T·,.HE BarisanNasional elec-tionmanifestoismorecom-" , prehensiveandcoversevery
aspect of Malaysia's develop-
ment.
Localpoliticalanalystssaidyes-
terdaythey believedthat it had
more realistic and believable
pledgescomparedwith Pakatan
Rakvar'smanifestowhich lacked
credibilityin termsof probability
ofbeingfulfilled.
"BN's manifestohas 44 items
listed"s 'promises'.with3J among
them being projectsalready Oll-
going"nd to hecontimlPdif they
return to power,"said Universiti
KebangsaanMalaysia'sProfessor
DatukDr ShamsulAmri Baharud-
din.
Hecitedsuccessful
ongoi ng projects
suchastheIMalaysia
People'sAid (BRlM)
and13newprojects,
"Wecan pastethis
list onthewalltoday
and in five years'
timeor beforeGE14,
wecantickandeval-
uateBN's manifesto
in a concretesense,"
he said. referringto
BN's pledges that
had been fulfilled
from previousman-
ifestos.
The manife61:o,
which was unveiled!
byPrimeMinisterDatukSeriNajib
Razakin StadiumPutraBukitJalil
on Saturday,had many pledges
based on realistic economic
growth,
"rvery promiseisgroundedona
work plan and budget unlike
Pakatan Rakyat's as they only
made feel-goodpromises,"said
Shamsul, add ing
that PR lackedBN's
credibility as they
hadnoexperiencein
governingthe coun-
try,
He said that even
though PR's mani-
festo had many
plans,such as abol-
ishing toll and free
education,it lackeda
strategic and com-
prehensLveplan on
the implemen~ation'
process.
Associate Profes-
sor Dr Sivamurugan
PandianofUniversiti
.,"83.1nSMalaysia said
thatthroughBN'smanifesto,Najib
wantedhis trackrecordev~uated
rationallyandaddedthatit would
pavethe way for the transforma-
tion to abetternation,
"It's a transformp.tion,j9UJlley
andapledgetodomoreif astrong
mandateis givenin the13thGen-
eralElection."hesaid,addingthat
the 'PeopleFirst' JMalaysia con-
ceptwasstill theframeworkforthe
entiremanifesto.
Political analystAssociatePro-
fessorDr Mohd Azizuddin Mohd
Sani said BN's manifestolooked'
more comprehensivecompared
with previousones,addingthat it
was a continuationof their pre-
viouspolicies.
"Jt's a continuationof the Gov-
ernment Transformation Pro-
grammeas it's set to provide a
politicalandeconomicaltransfor-
mationtothecountry,"
Historian Professor Emeritus
TanSriDrKhooKayKimsaidBN's
manifestoaddressedall themajor
problemsfacedbyMalaysiansand
.stood a better chance of behl.~.
fulfilled. ._ .
Comparee(with'PR's manif~sto,
hesaid,BN'sstoodabetterchance
of being fulfi,lledas PR pledged
many promises in its manifesto
thatit wasnotcertainto keep,
Anotherpolitical analyst,Khoo
Kay Peng, sharedthe samesen-
timents,sayingthatthemanifesto
by BN had a morebelievablead-
vantagedue to the coalition'sin-
cumbencyand its track recordin
managingthecountry.
UniversitiPutraMalaysiasocial
anthropologistAssociateProfes-
sor Dr SarjitSinghGill saidwhile
BN's manifestowas moreachiev-
ableand justified.it should have
been more focusedon minority
groups,
"Thereshouldbemorefocuson
the minorities such as the
Siamese.. Chettis, Portuguese,
Babas and Nyonyas.Sikhs and,
most importantly, those from
SabahandSarawakastheirplights
needto beaddressed,too."
Universiti Utara Malaysiahead
of politics, securityand interna-
tionalaffairscluster,ProfDatukDr
.1vl.ust;;ifaIshal" described BN's
manifestd as a step towards
preparingand makingMalaysiaa
high incomeanddevelopedcoun-
try by2020.
